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. 24 June 1976

‘iMEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT Senators Church and Schwelker News Conference'h
" Concerning.'Release of Senate Select Commlttee
Warren Comm1331on Report T :

Tl

IR I The follow1ng is a summary of the 23 June 1976/
C news: conference sponsored by Senators. Church and B
' Schweiker. concernlng the release of the.Senate. ST
- Select Committee report relating to the- 1nvestlgatlon, ”_i”

"frof the assa351nat10n of Pre51dent Kennedy.,o¢j R

N Senator Church opened the news conference Wlth
p"a brlef statement ‘outlining the" hlstory ‘of the Senate. B
““Select Committee and indicated that- this report representS'e
. “"the last of.five .reports issued by the: Committee during ‘

"its tenure. Senator Church pralsed Senator . Schweiker . .
‘and. Semator. Hart for their’ investigation concernlng s S
the Kennedy assassination and said that. the report' sffg vl
central conclusion is- ‘that: senior officials of both '
the CIA and the FBI failed to turmn over relevant
information to the Warren Commission. . Senator Church
indicated that the. reasons for- ‘the fallure to. turn’ over.f

- this relevant information are: unclear ‘and then quoted o
. from the, report to the. effect thati the- p0381b111ty exists -

- that this non-— -disclosure was’'intentional. Senator. Church .- . -
concluded his opening statement by recommending- that. the .. " =
matter be referred to ‘the.newly created oversight . B

. +- ‘committee with the ‘recommendation. that the committee. L
o -{vcontlnue this- ﬁnvestlgatlon to resolve unanswered questlonS.‘””

. Senator Church then gave the floor to . Senator Schwe1ker.7'
1_Attached hereto is a copy of Senator Schweiker's opening. :
" statement.  Following Senator Schweiker's reading of thls:7

statement ‘the . news conference was opened to’ questlons :

from reporters.. : o e : L e R
. A general descrlptlon of the questlons and responses

thereto follows : B . : :
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QUESTION:- The<reportvetates'there is no hardii,
evidence of a comspiracy. -Is there o
clrcumstantlal ev1dence7" . -

Senator Schwelker answered that the report
. leaves unanswered many questions that need
to be .resolved and there 1is sufficient ' .
ev1dence to ‘warrant addltlonal 1nvest1gat1on.'g~3

’ QUESTION'” Why isn't Senator Hart here7 £

Senator ‘Schweiker replled that Senator Hart had _
. supported him fully throughout the investigation .
7 but that Senator Hart had been detained at '
"~ another engagement .and had called Senator - i
“.Schweiker only minutes before the start of -~ ..
" the press conference to 1nd1cate that he :
~;cou1d not be present. , : - , :

QUESTION. 'What ‘are. the names of the senlor -
dntelligence’ offlcers who w1thhe1d 1nformat10n'.‘”
from the Warren Comm1531on7 : SRR

SenatorVSchwelker replled that Hoover and Helms
g falled to provide . ‘the ‘Warren Commission w1th
"all relevant information but beyond those

© “two individuals ;the 1nvest1gat10n has not -
_*been completed s S LA e

QUESTION‘ﬂ Allen Dulles who was a member of the
"Warren Commission knew about: assassination
""plots against Castro. . Why: ‘didn't he prov1de '
‘the Warren Comm1351on w1th thlS data7 SR
”JSenator Schwe1ker replled that there 1s no
indication any other member be31des Allen '
Dulles knew of the assass1nat10n plots. :{‘”ffh

QUESTION" Were there any 1mportant facts left .
‘out -of the report for securlty reasons?,~ @ﬁﬁf~F'

Senator Schwelker replled 1n the negatlve.ﬁ:”
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.QUESTION.' Was there a conspitacy to ¢dver”up?

. : "Senator Schwelker replled that neither Helms
Voo ST ~ of the CIA nor Hoover of the FBI told the
S o - . Warren Commission, mnor individuals within °
‘their. respective agencies responsible for _
. investigating the assassination of President’ -
_-Kennedy, of plots to assa351nate Castro. . '

- QUESTION~' Have you referred this matter to'
' Vithe Justlce Department7 o

Senator Schwelker replied that he had taken"*
. no action in this regard and. intended to
: .leave this matter to the Judgment of the
.ra?over51ght committee. - . - . e

wQUESLION.t'What is Lett to be done in tne way ot j}
= 1nvest1gatlon7 : : : -

Senator Schwelker replled that the questlon of
'ﬂhow high up and the purpose ‘of the cover up"
ﬂneeds to. 'be pursued, as well as ‘several other
‘11eads not 1dent1f1ed w1th1n the report. R

ZQUESTION'* Why has the over31ght commlttee (Senator' 
RS Inouye) stated that they will not decide for
..331x months whether to. take up thlS matter? -

Senator Schwelker replled that he has talked
"to 'Senator” “Inouye and .that Senator Inouye ~
" has promised to-bring this matter before the
'*lover51ght commlttee. ‘ Co >

g'QUESTION'. Was AMLASH a. double agent7 il";}a“

~had an excellent intelligence network in the

-US and the question of whether AMLASH was a .. -
double agent . and whether Castro knew of AMLASHs
‘act1v1t1es w1th CIA is very 1mportant 1ssue._ :

_QUESTION°' You have 1nd1cated that you do not have S
" faith in the Warren Commission investigation,; - ' :

. therefore, .do "you then not belleve that Oswaldf_
'a"was the 1one assa531n9 ' : SRS n

i
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Senator Schwelker replled that the Warren
Commission was missing several. ingredients

" when they made their investigation. and therefore

.. he (Schweiker) could make no dec151on L
§0n~the matter. : :

"f‘QUESTIOV ADDRESSED 70 SEN. CHURCH: Do you agree ' .
‘ ‘with Senator Schwelker that there was  ‘a. . ..
'cover upr ' : e

Senator Church stated yes, he agreed w1th the »
report and the decision to publish it, however, -
Helms has ‘not been fully interrogated on this o
matter and there are several important leads'
“that need to be followed up. Senator Church’

'stated that Helms was interrogated but the
commlttee d1d not have time to complete the
whole chaln of necessary questions.. . ‘As an.

ECRETI example ‘onésresponse Helms gave before the

SR 3“ ‘committee as fo why he had not informed the , -
L ‘Warren Commission of the plots agalnst Castrofﬁgtf'oV
- was that»"no one asked h1m ' S R

Senator Schwelker commented that more 1eads arev??

::comlng in even now. Many of those .leads are_?*fc L
~'not in the report and that- people are volunteerlng‘J‘m,Q
'F-1nformat10n on thlS eveéninow., . o

"-QUESTION’ Is there enough ev1dence to reopen a’ e L
full scale 1nvest1gat10n of the Kennedy a553331na— njgbd“"
t10n7"' : _ AR I R

,Senator Schwelker replled that if Oswald had beenA:liw" .
..conv1cted the -trial would later "have been . _g}»;fﬂjn‘
" declared “a.mistrial solely on the basis of the ffﬁlszf
FBI's destruction of Oswald's note in -the - Rt
‘Dallas office. He added that yes there is enOugh
'feVldence to: open a full scale investigation,; but. :
" the next step would be for: the over31ght commlttee

to pursue the leads.

: 'QUESTION ADDRESSED TO SENATOR ‘CHURCH: AWould'yo'u'.-:"”-ﬂ <l
require further evidence before you feel that a
full scale hearlng should be convened° ) Co

*Sehator Church;replled yes, thls is 1ncomp1etet”gj";‘.f
- and’there is not. enough’ evidence yet to openff"
" a full scale hearing. . However, it should be
jnvestigated further. S ;
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»QUESTION ADDRESSED TO SENATOR CHURCH. . Was there & .
 reason for the cover. up7 , - S
Senator Church replled he had no Judgment on that."
There could be many reasons "we Just don»t know.

,

QUESTION-_ How far up d1d the cover up go?vffﬂ'"“

Senator Schwelker replied that he doesn t know,"
. _his committee ran out of time to pursue :
. ~. this and this is the next logical lead to. _
‘pursue. - He added that Mr. McCone has test1£1ed_~
_.i"that he did not know of .CIA attempts to
i,ﬂassa531nate Castro. Senator Church 1nter3ected o
_~that the state of the investigation does mot . -
-Tshow whether there was a consc1ous effort '
fn ‘caver 1_1p - . . ,
Senator Church sald there could be several other , ,
eureasons such as one frequently p01nted out ﬂ'unﬁlf-7ﬁ7q'<V?}
© ‘‘that since Allen Dulles was on the Warren . .0 iwe e
ffgComm1531on there *Wasono need to tell the T
fuComm1531on.v B ' R

-',hQUESTION‘ Are any of the part1c1pants in the *‘dg'f‘
R cover'updetlll employed by the CIA or. FBI?

Senator ‘Schweiker replied it would be unfalr o
‘to. answer, 'this question and that there could ' =~
’or could not be current employees involVed. AR

,':QUESTION' What about the 1nterest of Pre31dent SEI
Johnson 1n 19677 AR R S

Senator Schwelker replled agaln thls was am - i T
Do " ‘example where they did not fully reopen. the\’ S
"wjlnvestlgatlon and conducted only a pro® forma
- rinquiry where several 1mportant 1eads "fell
“'ﬂfthrough the cracks..-. : PR

J'QUESTION'k Is there any new 1nformat10n in the_'
' report7 v : . , e

Senator Schwelker replled a- couple of 1eads'“i _
such as Cuban 1nte111gence agents mov1ng in - ‘
fllghts in cockplts within Mex1co and the I
US and then on to Cuba.':' ‘ L c
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'QUESTION' Do you- know that the man rldlng in the
. cockpit of the a1rcraft was a Cuban 1nte111gence- -

agent7-

Senator Schwelker replled that there is strong
evidence that one of the. Cubans mentioned in
,one of these two leads in ‘the report was a -
Cuban 1nte111gence agent._ . e

’»QUESTION.Z What ‘are other motlves in- Pre31dent L
Kennedy s assa331nat10n?i U P P
- '

Senator Schwelker replled that he- hated to
m”:speculate on this matter and that it ‘could
"-+have been. Castro retaliation,’ retaliation by'“
" ", anti-Castro grops or it could even 1nvolve
”LLIE uafta. R : ERRE T .

iQUESTION' Slnce you say Mr. Helms d1d'not fu1f111 - R
. “his respon31b111ty in this regard what are .- )
HQYOU d01ng to termlnate his ambassadorsh1p72?5f

Senator Schwelker replled he had made no Judgment '_ :
~on” this matter and will wait for the over31ght ;.f"jx['
"commlttee contlnuance of the 1nvest1gat10n.h~ L

‘7h(Thls was the 1ast questlon and the news conference ended fif%“

Lo 20 The above descrlptlon of the questlon and-
“answer period durlng the news conference was complled‘
_ from notes taken by .the undersigned and should ‘mot -

be treated asawerbatlm transcrlpt or complete account
of all that’ was, stated o :

'qufdgiysﬁn\s. Hunt’

A

NW 65924 Docid:32355060 Page7 =~



